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try of such diversified interests as ours we have come to regard it as 
the duty of a representative to look out for the economic interests of 
his section; but the tendency of Dr. Beard's economic interpretation is 
to reduce everything to a sordid basis of personal interest. Gustavus 
Myers has undertaken to apply the same theory in his History of the 
Supreme Court of the United States. Are we not in danger of reading 
into the past conceptions which are especially characteristic of the pres- 
ent? The problems that the founders of the government faced were 
essentially problems of political organization, while the problems that 
we have to face today are essentially problems of industrial organiza- 
tion. At any rate it will require more convincing evidence than Dr. 
Beard has so far presented to upset the traditional view that the mem- 
bers of the Federal convention were patriotic men earnestly striving to 
arrive at the best political solution of the dangers that threatened the 
republic which was still in the experimental stage. 

John H. Latane. 

Die moderne Democratic. Eine politische Beschreibung . By Wil- 
helm Hasbach. (Jena: Verlag von Gustav Fischer, 1912. 
Pp. ix, 620.) 

The design of the author of this work is to trace the historical evolution, 
to portray, compare and pass judgment uopn the different forms of 
democratic government, and to describe and criticise the various devices 
which have been employed in the different countries to give the principle 
of democracy full application. But the term "democracy" is given a 
meaning which is extremely formal and narrow. In order to be a democ- 
racy it is necessary, in the author's view, that a government shall be 
republican in form. Constitutional monarchies, therefore, even such 
as Great Britain, do not come within his survey, which is for the most 
part limited to the governments of France, the United States and Swit- 
zerland. It is not the vitalizing spirit, the impelling motive force, the 
broadly based popular sentiment of democracy that is of interest, but 
only the forms and mechanism, the effects, failures and achievements of 
those particular political organizations which bear the outward stamp 
of democratic-republican States. One looks in vain for any explanation 
of the political phenomena of modern times in terms of social psychology. 
No discussion of the nature, elements or effects of public opinion; no 
appreciation of the "spirit of democracy" is to be found within the 
covers of this volume. Some attention is devoted to the history of demo- 



BOOK REVIEWS 701 

cratic ideas but the subject is treated in a rather formal and academic 
fashion with the evident purpose of merely explaining the historical 
causes of the democratic movement of the nineteenth century, cer- 
tainly with no idea of revealing the soul of democracy which lies within 
and behind the artificial forms of political organization. 

After an introductory chapter in which is traced the history of demo- 
cratic and liberal ideas from the sixteenth to the eighteenth century, the 
work is divided into three books. The first bears the caption of "The 
historical evolution of modern democracy," but is practically confined 
to the three countries above mentioned. The author unquestioningly 
accepts certain views regarding American history which, to say the least, 
have very little foundation. He would have it that one of the primary 
causes of the American Revolution was the desire of the colonists to 
occupy and settle the region west of the Allegheny mountains, closed 
to them by the English government. The struggle was brought on, in 
the author's opinion, by demagogues who had been incited to inaugurate 
their agitation by France. Such statements, as that "The most of the 
senators secure their offices through the influence of the bosses. A 
part of the Senate consists of bosses. Since these are also the wirepullers 
in the. election of Representatives, it results that the Senate possesses 
the preponderance over the House of Representatives," are manifestly 
too broad. His view that the state legislatures in the election of United 
States senators sank to the same position, as presidential electors, of 
automatic registers of the popular vote, which was in turn controlled 
by party managers and manipulators, is likewise inaccurate. His char- 
acterization of the purchase of Louisiana as "unconstitutional," is cer- 
tainly unwarranted. His statement that "Only since the presidency 
of Grant have unworthy members entered the federal courts," is indeed 
startling. 

The second book treats of the forms, conception and nature of modern 
democracy. The forms are: (1) direct democracy, found in the cantons 
of Switzerland of the landesgemein.de type ; (2) representative democracy, 
of which the separation of powers is an essential characteristic, found 
in the federal and state governments of the United States, in most of 
the Latin republics which have taken United States as a model, including 
Mexico, Argentina and Brazil, and also in the Swiss canton of Freiburg; 
(3) pseudo-representative democracy, which is the form in which the ini- 
tiative and referendum have received wide application, and which is of 
course found in the federal and cantonal governments of Switzerland 
and recently in some of the States of the American Union; (4) parlia- 
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mentary democracy, the predominant features of which are the union of 
executive and legislative powers and the government by party under the 
lead of a responsible ministry, found in France, Hayti, Santo Domingo, 
Venezuela, and Chile. The author's judgment of all these forms of 
democracy is distinctly unfavorable. "The picture of the democratic 
state displayed in the foregoing pages will," in the author's opinion, 
" convince no one who compares it with constitutional monarchy that it 
is superior. Democracy is the unfree state; constitutional monarchy 
is the free state. Montesquieu's j udgment that by its very nature democ- 
racy is not a free form of political organization is as true today as 160 
years ago, although it has since that time assumed the ideas of freedom. 
Its true nature appears even to the inexperienced observer in its legal 
judgments." A number of chapters are devoted to the civil service, 
. local self-government, the active and passive rights of citizens, popular 
sovereignty, socialism and social democracy, and finally three chapters 
on comparison of the Greek democracy with the modern democracy, the 
democracies of the Hanse cities, Andorra and San Marino, and the Cath- 
olic church and democracy. 

The last book deals with the mechanism of modern democracy and is 
divided into chapters on the suffrage and the problems connected there- 
with, on parties, nominations and campaigns, and on the professional 
politician. 

In so far as the work assembles in convenient form a considerable 
amount of valuable material on democratic institutions of government 
it will doubtless serve a useful purpose, but the author will scarcely 
succeed in his hope of "dispelling the glittering mist which in Germany 
envelops the form of democracy." 

Walter James Shepard. 

Le Gouvemement Representatif Federal dans la Republique Argen- 
tine. By Jose N. Matienzo. (Paris: Hachette and Company, 
1912. Pp. 336.) 

Formerly senator and judge in the province of Buenos Aires, at pres- 
ent professor in the Universities of Buenos Aires and La Plata, the 
author has enjoyed intimate views from several points of vantage of 
the political organization of his country. In the present work he has 
attempted to meet as regards Argentina the wishes of the Pan-American 
Scientific Congress which in 1908 resolved "to recommend to the uni- 
versities of the American Republics the practical study of their respective 



